The Twelfth (also called the Glorious Twelfth or Orangemen's Day) was first held in Ulster in the late
18th century. It celebrates the Glorious Revolution of 1688 and the victory of Protestant King
William of Orange over Catholic King James II at the Battle of the Boyne in 1690.
On and around the Twelfth, large parades are held by the Orange Order and Ulster loyalist marching
bands, streets are bedecked with British flags and bunting, and large towering bonfires are lit. Today
the Twelfth is mainly celebrated in Northern Ireland (where it is a public holiday), but smaller
celebrations are held in other parts of the world where Orange lodges have been set up (such as
Scotland [mainly the Glasgow region], England [mainly the Merseyside/Liverpool region], Ireland
[Rossnowlagh, County Donegal], Australia and Canada). Many thousands flock to the 12th and 13th
celebrations, and the event is seen as a great place to cross paths with friends and enjoy the buzz
and excitement of the parading Loyal Orders and marching bands.
However, one wonders how many who celebrate this event actually know the real reason for these
celebrations and are aware of the momentous events that took place so many years ago?
This booklet will help you learn about and understand a history that must never be forgotten.

Earliest Celebrations
Orangemen commemorated several events dating from the 17th century onwards, celebrating the
continued dominance of Protestantism in Ireland after the Irish Rebellion of 1641 and triumph in the
Williamite War in Ireland (1689–91). Early celebrations were 23rd October, the anniversary of the
1641 rebellion (an attempted seizure of power by Catholic gentry in Ireland over the English
governing authority), and 4th November, the birthday of William of Orange, Protestant victor of the
Williamite War in the 1690s. However, both of these anniversaries faded in popularity by the end of
the 18th century.
Origins of the 'Twelfth' Date
The Twelfth itself originated as a celebration of the Battle of Aughrim, which took place on 12th July
1691 (in the 'Old Style' Julian calendar then in use). Aughrim was the decisive battle of the Williamite
War, in which the predominantly Irish Catholic Jacobite army was destroyed and the remainder
surrendered at Limerick. The better known Battle of the Boyne, fought earlier on 1st July 1690, was
less decisive. The famous Loyalist song 'The Sash' mentions the Battle of Aughrim.
In the early 18th century the Twelfth was a popular commemoration of Aughrim, featuring bonfires
and parades. The Battle of the Boyne was commemorated with smaller parades on 1st July. Later,
the two events were combined in the late 18th century. The first reason for combining the two was
the British switch to the Gregorian calendar in 1752, which moved the nominal date of the Battle of
the Boyne to 11th July, and the Battle of Aughrim to 23rd July in the new system. The second reason
was the foundation of the Orange Order in 1795, which put a greater emphasis on the Battle of the
Boyne (mainly due to William of Orange's presence at the fight). It has also been suggested that in
the 1790s (a time of Roman Catholic resurgence) the Battle of the Boyne (where the Jacobites were
more easily routed) was more appealing to the Order than Aughrim, where it is generally agreed
that both sides had fought hard and died in great numbers. The Order's first marches took place on
12th July 1796 in Portadown, Lurgan and Waringstown.

The Build Up to the Glorious Revolution of 1688

Let us begin by backtracking in history some decades before 1688 in order to better understand the
build-up to the Glorious Revolution. We must understand that Northern Ireland's history is
inseparably connected to key events that took place on the mainland - over in England. Perhaps a
good place to begin would be the English Civil War of 1642-1651, famous for the fight between King
and Parliament, along with the King's supporters - the 'Cavaliers', versus the supporters of
Parliament - the 'Roundheads'. The King at that time was Charles I of England, Scotland and Ireland,
who at the climax of the English Civil War was beheaded for treason on 30th January 1649.
The beheaded King's eldest surviving child was Charles II who, after the execution of his father, was
declared King of Scotland on 5th February 1649. Later, Oliver Cromwell defeated Charles II at the
Battle of Worcester on 3 September 1651, and Charles fled to mainland Europe.
Some nine years later, following the political crisis that occurred after Cromwell's death in 1658, the
monarchy was restored and Charles II was received in London to public acclaim on 29th May 1660.
Despite times of controversy, compared to other monarchs, Charles II was considered one of the
more popular English kings and his reign was marked by less religious tension in the land. He died in
1685 but, without any legitimate heir to the throne, he was succeeded by his brother, James. It was
this King James that was deposed in the Glorious Revolution of 1688.

(Above) King Charles II (older brother of King James II) in coronation robes.

James was crowned King of England and King of Ireland as James II, and King of Scotland as James VII
on 6th February 1685. His reign is remembered today primarily for struggles over religious tolerance,
but it also involved struggles over the principles of absolutism (the king's right to rule with absolute
power) and the divine right of kings (a monarch drawing their power and right to rule from God with
no accountability for their actions to any earthly powers such as a parliament).

(Above) James II: King of England and King of Ireland as James II, and King of
Scotland as James VII from the death of his elder brother, Charles II.

Discontent with James' rule coincided with his perceived leanings away from Protestantism towards
Roman Catholicism. In 1668 or 1669 he was admitted to the Roman Catholic Church although never
fully embracing fanatical Roman Catholic views that other monarchs had previously displayed. For
example, he permitted his elder daughter Mary to marry the Protestant William of Orange in 1677,
and for most of his life James was the spokesman of the conservative Anglican courtiers who
believed that his views on monarchy and Parliament coincided with theirs. However, in view of the
queen’s childlessness, the conversion of the heir presumptive to the throne to Roman Catholicism
greatly alarmed the general public.

A Catholic King or a Protestant King - Who Cares?
Readers may wonder at this stage why something such as the religion of a king or queen in England
at this time was so important. Does it really matter what religion a monarch holds to? We must at
this point take note of the mood in England at this time regarding the power and influence of the
Roman Catholic Church; for the people of the land had every right to fear a resurgence of Roman
Catholicism in their country.

(Above) Guy Fawkes and the Gunpowder Plot of 1605.

Events such as The Gunpowder Plot of 1605 (an attempt to blow up the English Parliament by
Roman Catholic plotters still remembered today as 'Guy Fawkes Night' on the 5th November), the
Thirty Years' War that raged in Europe from 1618 to 1648 (one of the most devastating conflicts of
European history that largely pitted Catholics against Protestants), and the English Civil War from
1642-1651 (which saw a treacherous English king with Catholic leanings attempt to overthrow the
largely Protestant backed English Parliament).

(Above) The Spanish Armada of 1588. A stylised depiction of key elements of the Armada story:
the alarm beacons, Queen Elizabeth at Tilbury, and the sea battle at Gravelines.

Stretching back in time even further, the roots of suspicion and distrust of the Roman Catholic
Church and her religion go back to events such as The Spanish Armada of 1588 (a Spanish attempt to
land a Catholic invasion force in England that ultimately failed), the reign of 'Bloody Mary' (Mary
Queen of Scots 1516-1558) who had hundreds of Protestants put to death for their faith, and over in
Europe the cruel and intolerant domination of the Roman Catholic Church through various
monarchies along with religious organisations such as the Spanish Inquisition (formed in 1478),
which actively sought to root out, forcibly convert, imprison, torture, or indeed put to death any
who would not conform to the Catholic faith. All these factors, amongst others, all contributed to a
great distrust and resentment felt by many in England towards the religion of Roman Catholicism
and those that promoted it.

(Above) The burning of a 16th-century Dutch Anabaptist, Anneken Hendriks,
who was charged with heresy.

We do well to remember and take into account the events mentioned here as we seek to
understand why the possibility of having a Roman Catholic monarch on the throne (or at least one
with Roman Catholic sympathies) was a prospect very much dreaded by the Protestant peoples of
Britain. True Protestantism had done much to bring peace and stability to the land as well as an
increasing religious tolerance and freedom - something many take very much for granted today.
The Bible says, "where the Spirit of the Lord is, there is liberty" (2 Corinthians 3:17). True religion,
true Christianity, and indeed true Protestantism brings liberty and freedom. Pick any of the other
religions and philosophies in the world today (and down through all of history) and you will discover
in their wake a legacy of intolerance, oppression, cruelty and murder.
Thus, the importance of knowing our true Protestant history, standing for it and celebrating it is of
the utmost importance. Indeed, our freedoms depend on it! True, Protestant history is far from a
display of moral and religious perfection, but the alternative? Nothing less than false religion that
damns the soul and brings bondage in this life! For those that doubt the truth of these claims, a trip
to Communist North Korea or the Muslim nation of Saudi Arabia will soon put things into
perspective!
With regard to the Twelfth and Thirteenth celebrations, the great danger is that we continue year by
year to celebrate these dates but end up gradually forgetting why we celebrate them. In so doing,
our celebrations will inevitably become shallow, superficial and empty. Worst of all we can end up
forgetting the very God Who granted us these great liberties in the first place. When this happens when a nation forgets God - it is then that tyrants forge their chains.
Dear Protestant reader, seek to know your history, teach it to others, love and appreciate your
heritage, honour those who have gone before you and fight for the freedoms often bought at such
great price! Let us not be the generation that fails Northern Ireland!

Now, back to the slide of James II towards Roman Catholicism...

James' Slide Towards Rome and the Road to Revolution
James II resigned all of his offices in 1673 rather than take an anti-Catholic oath imposed by the socalled Test Act and thus made his Roman Catholic leanings publicly known. Later that year (with his
first wife having died) James gave further cause for concern by marrying a Roman Catholic princess,
Mary of Modena.

(Above) Mary of Modena, the second wife of James II,
was a devout Roman Catholic.

With relatively fresh memories of the bloody English Civil War and a legacy of Papist treason and
plots, the general public were in no mood to let the monarchy slip back into the clutches of the
Roman Catholic Church. Rule under Rome would mean intolerance and persecution; something that
many did not want to see return to their shores.
From 1679 to 1681 three successive Parliaments strove to exclude James from the succession (being
crowned King) by statute without success. During this crisis James spent long periods in exile at
Brussels and Edinburgh. However, in 1682, he returned to England and resumed the leadership of
the Anglican Tories, and finally came to the throne on February 6th 1685.
All was not lost for James at this stage. However, unsuccessful rebellions led by the Duke of
Monmouth in England and the Duke of Argyll in Scotland in the summer of 1685 marked a turning
point in the King's attitude as he began to increasingly distrust his subjects. The rebellions were

brutally put down and the power of the army was considerably increased, with James granting the
new regiments to Roman Catholic officers. This last act of policy provoked a quarrel between King
and Parliament, which was prorogued (ended) in November 1685. In 1686 the division between the
king and his former allies, the Anglican Tories, also deepened when Roman Catholics were admitted
to the Privy Council and subsequently to the high offices of government.

(Above) the Monmouth rebellion, led by James Scott, Duke of Monmouth, was an attempt to sieze the crown from his
uncle the Catholic King James II. In the final action of the rebellion, the Battle of Sedgemoor took place on the 6th July 1685
at Westonzoyland in Somerset. The rebel army was totally destroyed with ferocious reprisals following the defeat.

James II's slide towards Rome continued in 1687 when he intensified his Roman Catholic policy and
dismissed his Anglican brothers-in-law, the Earl of Clarendon and the Earl of Rochester. Through
James, Magdalen College, Oxford, was given over for the use of Roman Catholics, and a papal nuncio
(a Papal diplomat) was officially accredited to St. James’s Palace (the most senior royal palace in the
country). In April James issued the so-called Declaration of Indulgence, suspending the laws against
Roman Catholics and Protestant dissenters alike. Later in July 1687 he dissolved Parliament, and in
September he launched an intensive campaign to win over the Protestant dissenters and with their
aid secure a new Parliament more amenable to his wishes.
What James wanted from Parliament at that time is still not clear. History records that some of his
statements seem to suggest a genuine belief in the principle of religious toleration; whilst others
point to him seeking the establishment of Roman Catholicism as the dominant if not the exclusive
religion of the state. This confusion may well reflect the state of James’s own mind, which some
historians suggest deteriorated in the years 1687–88, with some of his assertions, accusations and
threats verging on the insane.

A Lesson for Life
As we read of the cascade of events in the life of King James II it reveals to us an important life
lesson: we do well to 'nail our colours to the mast', so to speak, when it comes to what we believe.
Like James II, being unclear and/or confused does not do anybody any good, not least ourselves, and
'sitting on the fence' often leads to making enemies on both sides. The Bible warns that, "A double
minded man is unstable in all his ways" (James 1:8).
Fast forward to the Northern Ireland of today, and this double mindedness is nowhere more evident
than in the political realm, with many politicians seeking popularity by being a friend to all. Some

reason that having strong convictions only ends up making enemies, whereas the soft and tolerant
approach keeps everyone happy. Such a philosophy however is fundamentally flawed; for do those
who hold to such views not realise that a friend to all is in reality a friend to NONE?
The 'appealing to both sides' and more timid approach to vital issues in more recent years has led to
great confusion, frustration, distrust and contempt held for many in power today, along with a very
evident apathy seen in much of the voting public. And rightly so. Just where are the men of
conviction in political power today? Where are those who stand on the truth of God's Word and will
not budge? Where is the public standing for the truth of God's Word in very clear and simple terms?
Where are those who will give straight answers as opposed to avoiding confrontation? Almost
without exception, these men are nowhere to be seen!
Dear reader, whoever you are and whatever sphere of life you find yourself in, follow the advice of
this preacher from years gone by: "In such an age as this, when there is so little sound conviction,
when principle is cast to the winds, and when a general latitudinarianism (toleration of all views),
both of thought and practice, seems to rule the day, it is still the fact that a man who is decided in
his belief, speaks his mind boldly, and acts according to his profession, is sure to command the
reverence of mankind" (C. H. Spurgeon).
Yes, when you stand up for truth and what you believe it will make you enemies, but at the same
time it will win you real friends and the respect of those around you. Not only that but most
importantly you will win favour with God, and "If God be for us, who can be against us?" (Romans
8:31). James II was a king that blew in two directions. Some of his actions pointed to him possibly
supporting the Protestant cause, whilst at other times his leanings were towards that of Rome. Can
you see how he ended up pleasing neither side? Such unstableness led ultimately to his downfall in
the end.
Dear reader, learn from history, don't repeat the mistakes of others, and may you be remembered
for what you stood for despite the opposition and opinions of others. "Stand therefore, having your
loins girt about with truth" (Ephesians 6:14).
Now, let us return to the final build up to the Glorious Revolution...

Setting the Scene for Invasion and Revolution
The unexpected news in November 1687 that the queen was pregnant now established the prospect
of a Roman Catholic succession (a Roman Catholic to inherit the throne of England). This coupled
with policies brought in by James that irritated and inflamed the majority of the nobility and gentry
further sowed seeds of fear and unrest in the land. Ever since the spring of 1687 many English
leaders had been in contact with William of Orange the champion of Protestant Europe against
Catholic Louis XIV of France (and the husband of the heiress to the throne of England, Mary).

(Above) William was King of England and Ireland from 13th February 1689 (as William III)
and king of Scotland from 11th April 1689 (as William II). He remained king until his death
on 8th March 1702. William was born in the Netherlands as Prince William Henry of Orange.

The spark of change was ignited by James himself when he reissued his Declaration of Indulgence on
April 27th 1688, and on May 4th ordered it to be read in the churches. The archbishop of Canterbury
and six of his bishops petitioned James to withdraw the order and their petition was subsequently
published. In response James made the mistake of prosecuting its authors for seditious libel. On June
30th 1688 the seven bishops were acquitted resulting in a tremendous defeat for James'
government, and that same day seven leading Englishmen sent a letter inviting William of Orange to
lead an army to England and call a free Parliament to arbitrate on the legitimacy of James II as king.
By September of that year it became clear that William of Orange intended to come to the aid of his
fellow Protestants in England, famously declaring "the liberties of England and the Protestant
religion I will maintain", whilst meanwhile, James felt confident he could repel any attempt at
invasion. Thus the scene was set for invasion and revolution.

The Glorious Revolution of 1688
William sailed under cover of the general war that had by then broken out in Europe, evading James'
English fleet, and landing at Brixham on Torbay (the south-east coast of the county of Devon,
England) on November 5th 1688. In the subsequent campaign, James’s Protestant officers deserted
to William's force in such large numbers that he dared not commit his army to a pitched battle. This,
together with the defection of his daughter Anne, finally shattered his nerve, and he attempted to
flee to France but was intercepted in Kent twelve days later (later being allowed to escape on

December 23rd). In the new year, on February 12th 1689, the Convention Parliament declared that
James had abdicated from the throne and the next day offered the crown to William and Mary. The
Scots Parliament followed suit in May.

(Above) Landing of William III at Torbay, 5 November 1688.

That is pretty much all there is to report about the Glorious Revolution of 1688! No long drawn out
military campaign or bloody revolution as seen in other parts of the world or in other times in
history. In fact the Glorious Revolution really was quite a unique event. The Orange Heritage website
comments: "The Revolution of 1688-1689 was glorious because in England it was bloodless and was
supported by the mass of the country, thus achieving a permanence which the
Cromwellian settlement lacked. It was also glorious because in retrospect we can see that from it
flowed religious toleration, freedom of speech and the press, liberty of the subject, independence of
judges to interpret the law and the development, both at home and overseas, of parliamentary
democracy and constitutional monarchy." (https://www.orangeheritage.co.uk/glorious-revolution)
And so a bloodless revolution occurred in England! However, James II was not finished yet, and the
focus of our attention now shifts to events over in Ireland.

The Williamite War in Ireland (1688–1691)
James' Roman Catholic leanings had not only had an impact in England. When James II came to the
throne in 1685, he brought in a number of military reforms in Ireland aimed at eliminating local
Protestant influence. The earl of Tyrconnell, Richard Talbot, was tasked with disarming Protestant
militias and levying an Irish army loyal not to Anglican-controlled Parliament but only to the crown.
Between William III’s landing in England and his later coronation Tyrconnell was able to muster his
formidable army of Irish Catholics, known as Jacobites for their loyalty to the exiled James II.
Tyrconnell consolidated Jacobite dominance in Ireland over a matter of months, with only a few
pockets of Protestant resistance. Just weeks before William’s coronation, James II received enough
French support to set in motion his plan to retake the throne with Ireland acting as his base of
attack. On March 12th 1689 he landed in the southern Irish town of Kinsale with nearly all the
northern country under his control. Two major Protestant strongholds, Derry (now Londonderry)
and Enniskillen became the sites of major conflict over the next few months.

James lay siege to Derry on April 18th (famous for its city gates being closed by thirteen young
apprentice boys in defiance of the invaders, and later its Protestant defender's cry of "No
surrender!" in response to James II directly calling on them to give up the city). In the end Derry held
out for three months until a Williamite relief force arrived, and by the end of July the Jacobites had
retreated. Also in July, Protestants repulsed a Jacobite army at Enniskillen and forced them to
withdraw.

(Above) The City of Derry (now Londonderry) was besieged first in 1688, and then later a
second time in April 1689 when James II himself appeared before the walls.

Following Enniskillen, William dispatched a landing force of some 20,000 men from England under
the duke of Schomberg, a seasoned military commander from the Holy Roman Empire. Schomberg’s
army was primarily Dutch, with some fresh English recruits and a few thousand Danes (soldiers from
Denmark). At the head of this army, Schomberg landed in Northern Ireland at Bangor on August
13th. He seized the town of Carrickfergus and advanced south toward Dublin. James’s armies, which
by now had reached Drogheda on the way to the Irish capital, wheeled around to block Schomberg’s
movements. In September the two forces took up camp on opposite sides of Dundalk, a town in the
south of Ulster province and remained there through the winter.
During this lull in the fighting, James’s envoys were able to secure reinforcements from mainland
France. Some 6,000 French musketeers landed in southern Ireland in March 1690. In London,
William convinced Parliament to grant him more funds for the duration of the war as well as
announcing his intention to personally bring an end to the Jacobite rising. At the head of 15,000
reinforcements, William landed at Carrickfergus on June 14th 1690.
Intent on protecting Dublin James chose to settle on a defensive position on the southern banks of
the Boyne River, 25 miles (40 kilometres) north of Dublin setting up camp on June 29th. William
established his headquarters across the river shortly thereafter.

The Victory of William of Orange at the Battle of the Boyne (1690)
South of the Boyne, James II commanded an army of roughly 23,000 men. The overwhelming
majority were Irish Catholics trained under Tyrconnell’s supervision, in addition to the 6,000 French
soldiers from Louis XIV. While the French had seen combat, the Irish troops were far less
experienced and bore outdated muskets. Furthermore, James had a speckled military past that

painted him as a poor commander. At the Boyne, James decided to position the bulk of his forces
along the river, deployed in such a way that they could make immediate contact with William’s army
upon their crossing. This would hold their centre in place and prevent William’s artillery from firing,
without killing their fellow soldiers. The remainder of his men were tasked with destroying bridges
and guarding potential fords. To this end, James sent a small force east to the crossing at Drogheda
and dispatched dragoons to the southwestern ford near the village of Rosnaree.
North of the Boyne, William's army numbered some 37,000 men. Roughly half were British, with the
remainder comprising mostly Dutch, with a few thousand Danes and a smattering of French
Huguenots (French Protestants). His Dutch soldiers were seasoned troops from the war against
France, and all were armed with modern flintlock muskets. William also possessed an estimated
eight times the number of James’s artillery pieces.

(Above) British; The Royal Regiment of Foot,
Musketeer 1689.

Unlike his opponent, William had proven his military skill in his defence of the Netherlands. After
much internal debate, William settled on a three-pronged strategy for his attack. On his right flank, a
troop of cavalry and several thousand infantrymen would move to cross the river at Slane. In the
centre, the duke of Schomberg would concentrate roughly 20,000 men on James’ core army and
simultaneously bombard them with artillery. On the left, William himself would lead some 8,000
men to a third river crossing and force James’s right flank to meet him. All three parts were to be
executed simultaneously to deny James the opportunity to respond.
In the early hours of July 1st William’s right wing began to move. They marched south to cross north
of Rosnaree but were met by a number of Jacobite dragoons, who held up the crossing until midmorning. Although the Williamite forces successfully crossed, James’s commanders were now aware
of their enemy’s movements, and they sent a sizable detachment to stop any further advance.
In the centre, William split his forces into three groups, which forded at Drybridge, Yellow Island, and
Oldbridge. William himself stayed with the reserves, awaiting further developments. James had

ordered his men to fall back a little to fight on slightly more favourable ground, but, upon seeing the
Williamite centre’s movements, he ordered his commanders to mount a counterattack. Over the
course of a few hours, they were able to slow the Williamite army's advance, even killing Schomberg
(William's commander in the centre). However, the Jacobites could not stop the vastly more
powerful army.

(Above) Battle of the Boyne map.

Perceiving the overall success of his central attack, William prepared to cross the Boyne himself,
reaching the southern banks at Mill’s Ford. With the tide of the battle now firmly in William’s favour,
James ordered a measured withdrawal south to Duleek, and he and his army escaped mostly intact.
The Battle of the Boyne may have been a victory for William III, but it was far from decisive.
William’s failure to destroy the Jacobites or adequately pursue the retreating army only made it
more difficult to quell the rebellion in Ireland. The scattered remains of James’s army fell back to
Dublin and then southwest to Limerick. James himself fled to France.

(Right) King William III at Battle of the Boyne. The painting shows the
death of Schomberg in the bottom right-hand corner.

The Decisive Victory at the Battle of Aughrim (1691)
After defeat at the Battle of the Boyne James II's Jacobites had adopted a defensive position behind
the easily defensible line of the Shannon, with strongholds at Sligo, Athlone and Limerick guarding
the routes into the province and the western ports. After his victory, William had besieged Limerick
in late August 1690, but suffered heavy casualties and losses to disease and later called off the siege
and put his army into winter quarters.
Alarmed at the fracturing of his command, James was persuaded to request further military support
directly from Louis XIV of France. The French king in the end sending a new army commander for the
Jacobites but not the troops or money they so desperately needed.
By this stage William's forces were led by his subordinates, Dutch officer Godert de Ginkel and
second-in-command The Duke of Württemberg. Ginkel was conscious of the poor military situation
facing William in the Netherlands, and seeking a quick end to the war obtained William's permission
to offer the Jacobites moderate terms of surrender. However, by late spring 1691, Ginkel became
concerned that a French convoy could land further reinforcements at Galway or Limerick, and began
planning to enter the field as quickly as possible. During May, both sides began assembling forces for
a summer campaign, the Jacobites at Limerick and the Williamites at Mullingar. On 30th June after a
bloody siege Ginkel breached the Jacobite lines of defence and took Athlone, with the Jacobite
commander Saint-Ruhe unable to relieve the town and falling back to the west.

(Above) Godard van Reede, 1st Earl of Athlone, Baron van Reede,
Lord of Ginkel the Williamite Commander at Aughrim.

Unaware of the location of Saint-Ruhe's main army and assuming he was outnumbered, on 10th July
Ginkel continued a cautious advance through Ballinasloe down the main Limerick and Galway road.
Saint-Ruhe's and Tyrconnell's plan had been to fall back on Limerick and force the Williamites into
another year of campaigning, but wishing to redeem his errors at Athlone Saint-Ruhe appears to
have instead decided to force a decisive battle. Ginkel found his way blocked by Saint-Ruhe's army at
Aughrim on the early morning of 12th July 1691.
At this point of the campaign both armies were about 20,000 strong. The core of the Jacobite force
was formed around James's old Irish Army including around 4,000 well trained cavalry. As seen
previously at the Boyne the composition of Ginkel's army, in addition to English regiments, included
a large number of Anglo-Irish Protestants as well as Dutch, Danish and French Huguenot (French
Protestant) contingents.

(Above) The Battle of Aughrim. The black dot in the middle of the Jacobite
lines marks the place where Saint-Ruhe was slain.

According to witnesses of the battle the Jacobite lines at Aughrim occupied a strong defensive
position extending over two miles protected by hillsides, hedgerows and bogs. After heavy mist all
morning, Ginkel's forces moved into position by about 2pm, and both sides cannonaded each other
for the next few hours. Ginkel planned to avoid fully joining battle until the next day; but did order a
probing attack on the Jacobites' weaker right flank led by a captain and sixteen Danish troopers,
followed by 200 of Cunningham's Eniskillen dragoons. The Jacobite response demonstrated the

strength of their defence, but also meant that the attackers were no longer able to break off the
engagement as Ginkel had planned. A conference was held at about 4pm with Ginkel still favouring a
withdrawal, but the Williamite infantry general Hugh Mackay argued for an immediate full-scale
attack. Late in the day Mackay's plan was put into action.
Battle was joined in earnest between 5-6pm. In the centre, the largely English and Scots regiments
under Mackay attempted a frontal assault on Dorrington's infantry on Kilcommadan Hill. The
attackers had to contend with waist-deep water and a tenacious Irish defence of the reinforced
hedgelines. They withdrew with heavy losses with the Jacobites pursuing them downhill.
On their left centre, the Williamites advanced across low ground exposed to Jacobite fire and took a
great number of casualties. The Williamite assault in this area, led by St John's and Tiffin's regiments
and the Huguenot foot, were driven back into the bog by the Irish foot fighting with clubbed
(reversed) muskets and many of the attackers were killed or drowned.
With the Jacobite right and centre holding firm, Ginkel tried to force a way across the causeway on
the Jacobite left where any attack would have to pass along a narrow lane covered by Walter Burke's
regiment from their positions in Aughrim castle. Four battalions led by Brigadier Kirke secured
positions near the castle, following which Compton's Royal Horse Guards got across the causeway at
the third attempt later reaching Aughrim village.
With the Irish foot troops holding their ground well, it is claimed that the Jacobite French cavalry
officer Charles Chalmot de Saint-Ruhe was heard to shout, "they [William's soldiers] are running, we
will chase them back to the gates of Dublin!" However, as he rode across the battlefield to rally his
cavalry on James' left wing, he briefly stopped to direct the fire of a battery of Jacobite guns where
he was decapitated by a cannonball. After Saint-Ruhe's death the Jacobite left, devoid of a senior
commander, collapsed very quickly, and Mackay and Tollemache also attacked again in the centre.
Most of the infantry remained unaware of Saint-Ruhe's death, however, and Hamilton's infantry on
the Jacobite right continued to counter-attack, fighting the Huguenot foot to a standstill in an area
still known locally as the "Bloody Hollow". At around 9pm with nightfall approaching the Jacobite
infantry were finally pushed to the top of Killcommadan hill and broke, fleeing towards a bog in the
left rear of their position, while their cavalry retreated towards Loughrea. Jacobite officers Sarsfield
and Galmoy briefly tried to organise a rearguard action but as in many battles of the period most of
the Jacobite casualties occurred in the pursuit, which was ended only by darkness and the onset of
mist and rain. The battle was over, and so too was James' campaign in Ireland.
It is generally agreed that 5,000–7,000 men were killed at Aughrim, with the battle being described
as quite possibly the bloodiest ever fought in the British Isles. Aughrim was the decisive battle of the
conflict with the Jacobites having lost many experienced officers, along with much of the army's
equipment and supplies. A final stand was made at Limerick but the city surrendered after a brief
siege.

(Above) Depiction of a cavalry action at the battle of Aughrim. The 2nd Dragoon Guards
‘The Queen’s Bays’ in red, fighting Jacobite Irishmen cavalry in green.

A Heritage Bought in Blood
As we read about the battles, skirmishes and sieges of the Williamite War in Ireland we do well to
understand and appreciate that the Protestant freedoms we enjoy today have been bought for in
blood, with many lives cut short as brave individuals made the ultimate sacrifice for their
convictions. Freedom of conscience and religion; freedom of thought, belief, opinion and expression,
including freedom of the press and other media of communication; freedom of peaceful assembly;
freedom of association; freedom of movement, freedom of speech and freedom to protest are all
freedoms that have been won, protected and preserved in our nation down through the centuries.
Yes, the Twelfth and Thirteenth are times of great celebration and light heartedness, but at the back
of our minds and in our hearts should always be a deep sense of thankfulness and indeed soberness
as we remember the struggles of those who went before us. Such sacrifice should be honoured and
never treated lightly, and ought to act as a great deterrent to any in power today who may be
tempted to trade in such freedoms or erode them away. It was British Prime Minister William Pitt
The Younger (1759 - 1806) that warned, "Necessity is the plea for every infringement of human
freedom: it is the argument of tyrants; it is the creed of slaves." Tyrants will always give an excuse
why freedoms need to be infringed upon or taken away, and therefore we must ever be on our
guard against such subtle sabotage.

What Does the Word 'Protestant' Actually Mean?
The clue is in the name - 'Protestant'. Originally Protestants were those who protested against the
corruption and false teachings of the Roman Catholic Church. They stood for truth and 'protested'
against error with their tool for gauging truth the Word of God - the Bible. Since the time of Emperor
Constantine the Great (who declared Christianity to be the state religion of the Roman Empire in 312
A.D. [hence the title 'Roman', and 'Catholic' meaning 'universal]), the Roman Catholic Church had
steadily moved away from the Bible and became filled with serious false teachings, corruption, and
exercised a dominating cruelty towards all those who opposed her.
Martin Luther (1483 - 1546), one of the most famous Protestant Reformers ('reformer' meaning one
who sought to 'reform' or reshape the Catholic Church back to the teachings of the Bible) described
the state of the Roman church thus: "The Church of Rome... has become the most lawless den of

thieves, the most shameless of all brothels, the very kingdom of sin, death and hell; so that not even
antichrist, if he were to come, could devise any addition to its wickedness" (Luther, On Christian
Liberty). These words came not from an enemy of the Roman Church at the time, but rather one
who had actually been trained as a Roman Catholic priest; and until his eyes were opened, held the
Rome Catholic Church in the highest regard.

What is True Protestantism?
To answer this briefly one need only consider the four basic doctrines where the Protestant
Reformers believed the Roman Catholic Church to be in serious error. These four questions or
doctrines are: How is a person saved (gets to Heaven and escapes Hell)? Where does religious
authority lie? What is the church? How should a Christian live? In answering these questions,
Protestant Reformers such as Martin Luther, Ulrich Zwingli, John Calvin, and John Knox established
what would be known as the "Five Solas" of the Reformation (sola being the Latin word for "alone").
These Five Solas are:
1. 'Sola Scriptura' - Scripture Alone: Roman Catholicism adds to the Bible with, for example, decrees
from the Pope or the writings of the Church Fathers carrying equal or greater authority to that of the
Scriptures. Protestantism however declares that the Bible alone should be the sole authority in all
matters of faith and practice.
2. 'Sola Gratia' - Grace Alone: This means that we are saved from our sins and damnation by the
unmerited grace of God alone without any of our works. Roman Catholicism on the other hand
teaches salvation by good works and by living a good life. The Bible however teaches that: "Not by
works of righteousness which we have done, but according to his mercy he saved us" (Titus 3:5).
3. 'Sola Fide' - Faith Alone: This means that we are saved from our sins by faith alone in Christ alone
and not by anything we can do; whether it be baptism, church membership, good works, sincerity,
or anything. When we have faith in the work of Christ and his sacrifice on the cross, we are
immediately justified (made right with God). Again, as mentioned already, Roman Catholicism
teaches salvation by works - we have to earn our salvation.
4. 'Solus Christus' - Christ Alone: This means that Jesus Christ is the only means of salvation (John
14:6), the only mediator between man and God, and that Jesus is the only human revelation of God.
Again however, Roman Catholicism teaches that works are essential for salvation and that Mary can
in fact mediate between us and Almighty God. The Bible says: "Neither is there salvation in any
other: for there is none other name under heaven given among men, whereby we must be saved"
(Acts 4:12). "For there is one God, and one mediator between God and men, the man Christ Jesus"
(1 Timothy 2:5).
5. 'Soli Deo Gloria' - The Glory of God Alone: This means that God alone is the One Who is to receive
all the glory. He alone is the author and finisher of our salvation and works all good things through
our lives. Roman Catholicism on the other hand gives glory to others when salvation becomes
something that we can achieve ourselves or with the help of others, such as a priest.
These five points were at the heart of the Protestant Reformation, and it was for these five essential
Biblical doctrines that the Protestant Reformers would take their stand against the Roman Catholic
Church, resisting the demands placed on them to recant, even to the point of death.

Dear reader, would you consider yourself a 'Protestant' today? If you do, where do you stand in
regards to the Five Solas? Do you believe them? What an utter tragedy it would be to take the name
'Protestant', to be surrounded by such a rich heritage and history, and yet never actually be a true
Protestant!
Today, realise that you are a Hell deserving sinner (one who has broken God's law, the Ten
Commandments), guilty in the eyes of a holy God, and in need of a remedy for your sin. Jesus said of
Himself, "I am the way, the truth, and the life: no man cometh unto the Father, but by me" (John
14:6). To make peace with God you must do so through the Lord Jesus Christ. He died on the cross
for your sin, taking your punishment upon Himself so that you could be made right in the eyes of
God and escape the eternal damnation of Hell. Then on the third day Jesus rose from the dead
defeating your greatest enemy - death.
The Bible says: "That if thou shalt confess with thy mouth the Lord Jesus, and shalt believe in thine
heart that God hath raised him from the dead, thou shalt be saved" (Romans 10:9). To be saved you
must shift your trust entirely onto the Lord Jesus and lean on Him alone for your eternal salvation.
Jesus said: "Verily, verily, I say unto thee, Except a man be born again, he cannot see the kingdom of
God" (John 3:3), and, "I tell you, Nay: but, except ye repent [change your direction entirely], ye shall
all likewise perish" (Luke 13:3). Turn to the Saviour today, trust Him alone for your salvation, and a
True Protestant you shall be!
"For by grace are ye saved through faith; and that not of yourselves: it is the gift of God: Not of
works, lest any man should boast" (Ephesians 2:8-9).

What Relevance is All of this to Me and Northern Ireland Today?
The truths championed during the Reformation and fought for in the Williamite Wars of Ireland in
battles such as the Boyne and Aughrim, and the freedoms gained then and since then, are as under
threat today as they ever have been. Not so much in this generation from a persecuting Roman
Catholic Church, but by more modern, powerful, wicked, and very sinister systems that seek to
destroy our religious freedoms, undermine our Christian values and bring even greater spiritual
darkness to our land. Northern Ireland faces many enemies today, but here are some of the biggest
threats.
1. Militant Atheism & Secularism: with its agenda to dismantle all traces of Christianity in our
culture.
2. Progressive Liberalism: with its targeted attacks against the family unit, the sexualisation of
children, the promotion of depraved and deviant behaviour such as homosexuality and
transgenderism, as well as the wicked promotion of state funded and abetted murder of children in
the womb in the form of abortion.
3. Irish Republicanism: and the Socialist/Secular/Catholic European Union that seeks to drag
Northern Ireland under the control of a Socialist, God hating European Super State, and ultimately
absorb the province into a United Irish Republic.
If left unchecked these insidious agendas will continue to break down the moral and cultural fabric
of our nation and step by incremental step will ultimately take Northern Ireland into an ever darker
abyss. If this current trajectory continues, then like Israel of old who was judged multiple times for

her departure from the laws and ordinances of God, Northern Ireland as a nation will eventually go
into captivity, its legacy consigned only to the history books.
Dear reader, is this the direction you want your country to go? We must understand that God cannot
bless a nation that turns its back on Him and forsakes His law. The God of the Bible says, "for them
that honour me I will honour" (1 Samuel 2:30). If we truly love our nation, if we truly love our
heritage and precious freedoms, and if we truly love the generations that come after us, then we
must do that which honours the Lord. Part of that honouring the Lord is to make a stand against that
which is wrong and being a vocal champion for that which is right. May God help each of us to do so,
for evil prevails when good men do nothing.
For God and Ulster
Amen

A Word from the Author
I hope you have found this booklet useful. The intention of this publication is to give you a brief
introduction to our great Protestant heritage and to sound a rallying cry back to the old paths of
making a stand for truth - God's truth. Please help spread the truth by forwarding this booklet, either
in printed form or the digital version to as many people as you can. Consider forwarding the digital
version (available for FREE via thelordsworktrust.org website) to your personal contacts. The printed
version is also a great way to pass information on (contact me for FREE copies and bulk orders),
perhaps in your local community, at events, or via the post to local politicians and the media. Be
brave, and do something. It will make a difference.
For all comments and queries feel free to email me at:
lukebarker@btinternet.com

Lyrics to 'The Sash'
The Sash" (also known as "The Sash My Father Wore") is a traditional Loyalist folk song
commemorating the victory of King William III in the Williamite War in Ireland in 1690–1691. Its
music dates back to the 19th century, though the lyrics have been adapted and several versions of
the song now exist. Its lyrics are a good summation of the history that has been discussed here in
this booklet.
So sure l'm an Ulster Orangeman, from Erin's isle I came,
To see my British brethren all of honour and of fame,
And to tell them of my forefathers who fought in days of yore,
That I might have the right to wear the sash my father wore!
Chorus:
It is old but it is beautiful, and its colours they are fine
It was worn at Derry, Aughrim, Enniskillen and the Boyne.
My father wore it as a youth in bygone days of yore,
And on the Twelfth, I love to wear the sash my father wore.
For those brave men who crossed the Boyne have not fought or died in vain

Our Unity, Religion, Laws, and Freedom to maintain,
If the call should come we'll follow the drum, and cross that river once more
That tomorrow's Ulsterman may wear the sash my father wore!
Chorus: [Repeat]
And when some day, across the sea to Antrim's shore you come,
We'll welcome you in royal style, to the sound of flute and drum
And Ulster's hills shall echo still, from Rathlin to Dromore
As we sing again the loyal strain of the sash my father wore!
Chorus: [Repeat]

Lyrics to the British National Anthem - 'God Save the Queen'
"God Save the Queen" (or "God Save the King", depending on the gender of the ruling monarch) was
first publicly performed in London in 1745 to support King George II after he was defeated in a battle
in the Jacobean uprising that started that year. The song was used to boost morale and the forces
loyal to George II would go on to defeat the Jacobites the following year. The song came to be
referred to as the national anthem from the beginning of the nineteenth century. The words and
tune are anonymous, and may date back to the seventeenth century. The full version is included
here, although often only the first verse is sung.
God save our gracious Queen,
Long live our noble Queen,
God save the Queen!
Send her victorious,
Happy and glorious,
Long to reign over us,
God save the Queen!
Verse 2:
O Lord our God arise,
Scatter our enemies,
And make them fall!
Confound their politics,
Frustrate their knavish tricks,
On Thee our hopes we fix,
God save us all!
Verse 3:
Not in this land alone,
But be God's mercies known,
From shore to shore!
Lord make the nations see,
That men should brothers be,
And form one family,
The wide world ov'er
Verse 4:

From every latent foe,
From the assasins blow,
God save the Queen!
O'er her thine arm extend,
For Britain's sake defend,
Our mother, prince, and friend,
God save the Queen!
Verse 5:
Thy choicest gifts in store,
On her be pleased to pour,
Long may she reign!
May she defend our laws,
And ever give us cause,
To sing with heart and voice,
God save the Queen!
Verse 6:
Lord grant that Marshal Wade
May by thy mighty aid
Victory bring.
May he sedition hush,
And like a torrent rush,
Rebellious Scots to crush.
God save the Queen!
(Verse 6 is often omitted. It was added as a prayer for the success of Field Marshal George Wade's
army, which was assembling at Newcastle in 1745 to defend against the Scottish Uprising, led by
Bonnie Prince Charlie.)

